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The  Committee  on  Inland  Navigation  and  Internal  Improvement 
Peport  : — The  history  of  the  last  Session  of  the  Legislature,  exhibits 
a  determination  to  complete  all  the  canals  and  rail  roads  then  under 
contract,  at  a  period  as  early  as  possible,  by  appropriating  all  the 
means  then  deemed  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  that  judicious  design. 
The  motives  to  this  course  were,  obviously,  to  preserve  the  popularity 
of  a  system  vast  in  the  extent  of  its  views,  as  important  in  its  antici¬ 
pated  results — retarded  in  its  progress  by  difficulties  and  obstacles, 
which  nothing  but  science,  skill,  patience  and  perseverance  could 
overcome  at  one  time,  interposed  by  the  hand  of  nature,  which 
>visdom  could  not  foresee,  prudence  avert,  or  human  power  control. 
At  others,  by  injudicious  legislation,  and  misplaced  economy  ,*  by  the 
honest  fears  of  tjiose  ynfriendly  to  the  whole  scheme,  or  the  impro¬ 
vident  measures  adopted  by  the  incautious  confidence  and  ardent 
anticipations  of  its  friends  -thus  was  the  completion  of  the  line  of 
improvements  connecting  the  Ohio  and  the  Delaware,  together  with 
the  lateral  branches,  too  long  delayed.  The  dread  of  a  burthensome 
State  debt,  the  imposition  of  a  small  tak  on  the  estates  and  incomes 
of  individuals,  and  the  small  amount  of  revenue  which  the  improve¬ 
ments  had  yielded,  in  the  shape  of  tolls,  excited  in  the  minds  of  many 
of  our  citizens  far  more  uneasiness  than  was,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  called  for  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

That  the  limited  amount  of  revenue  obtained  by  the  State  from 
these  works,  and  the  unavoidable  and  vexatious  delays  which  had 
hitherto  retarded  their  completion,  should  excite  the  apprehensions  of 
the  wavering  and  the  timid,  and  the  remonstrances  of  the  unfriendly, 
is  not  calculated  to  excite  surprize  in  a  country  governed  by  laws 
enacted  by  the  people,  who  are  at  once  the  rulers  and  the  ruled . 
Under  despotic  governments,  the  will  of  the  sovereign  is  the  only 
law,  and  must  be  obeyed.  There,  the  revenues  of  the  State  may  be 
directed  to  the  accomplishment  of  such  measures  as  he  may  approve  : 
the  opinion  of  the  subject  is  disregarded,  and  his  voice  unheard; — and 
whether  his  projects  are  dictated  by  wisdom  or  by  folly ;  whether  they 
subserve  the  interests  of  His  people,  his  lust  of  conquest,  or  his  aspi¬ 
rations  for  glory  and  renoym,  they  are  prosecuted  to  completion,  or 
defeated  by  want  of  power  or  inadequacy  of  means.  Under  our 
better  system  of  government,  where  the  humblest  citizen  participates 
in  the  government  of  the  land  in  which  he  lives,  and  the  disposal  of 
its  revenues,  the  voice  of  public  opinion  must  be  heard  ,*  and  whether 
its  mandates  lead  to  evil  or  to  good,  they  cannot,  ought  not,  dare  not 
be  disregarded  !  Whether  the  one  or  the  other  form  of  government 
be .  the  best,  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  determine — happily,  that  is 


4 


already  done;  but  under  our  system,  excellent  as  it  is,  and  attended 
with  advantages  not  always  duly  appreciated,  there  are,  also,  incon¬ 
veniences  ;  and,  in  the  case  under  review,  that  steadiness  of  purpose 
and  perseverance  in  action,  so  essential  to  ultimate  success,  cannot  so 
well  be  maintained  amidst  the  fluctuations  of  public  opinion. 

Influenced  by  motives  orignating  in  causes  of  this  and  a  kindred 
description,  the  advocates  and  the  opponents  of  the  improvement, 
system  united  in  a  common  effort  to  complete  all  the  public  works 
then  under  contract,  and  appropriated  to  that  object  all  the  funds  then 
deemed  necessary  to  effect  their  object  as  early  as  practicable. 
Circumstances  of  a  nature  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Canal  Com¬ 
missioners,  account  for  the  disappointment  which  the  public  have 
experienced  by  the  non-fulfilment  of  their  expectations. 

That  the  public  works  of  the  State  have  been  retarded  in  their 
progress,  by  the  causes  indicated,  will  not  be  denied;  that  losses  to 
a  great  amount  have  been  the  result,  and  the  effect  of  the  losses  dis-. 
couraging  to  all,  is  certainly  true;  but  it  is  equally  so,  that  their 
march  has  been  steadily  onward,  and  that  every  year  we  witness  the 
completion  of  parts  of  them  which  were  not  completed  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  one.  At  this  period  of  time,  we  find  one  track  of  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  portage  rail  road  has  been  extended  from  the  western  terming-, 
tion  of  the  Juniata  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  to  the  western 
base  of  the  mountain  barrier,  and  connected  with  the  eastern  end  of 
the  western  division  of  the  canal, — thus  overcoming  the  most  for-, 
midable  interruption  to  a  cheap  and  uninterrupted  communication 
between  the  east  and  the  west.  ; 

Reverting  to  the  Susquehanna,  we  find  one  track  of  the  Columbia 
rail  road  uniting  (in  addition  to  other  links  already  completed  and  in 
use)  that  river  with  the  commercial  metropolis, — thus  affording  an 
additional  channel  of  communication  between  the  commercial  cities 
of  the  east,  and  the  immense  and  teeming  regions  of  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi  and  its  tributaries.  It  is  true,  that  these  roads  are  not 
finished.  It  is  also  true,  that,  even  in  the  imperfect  state  in  which 
they  will  be  found  at  the  usual  time  of  the  opening  of  the  trade  of  the 
approaching  season,  they  will  afford  the  means  of  greatly  reducing 
the  expenses  of  transportation,  and  enable  our  merchants  to  compete 
more  successfully  with  our  enterprising  neighbors,  in  their  struggle 
for  that  trade;  while  the  produce  of  the  west  will  have  the  advantage, 
of  a  ready  and  cheap  transportation  to  an  eastern  market.  At  Phila 
delphia,  the  seller  of  produce  will  have,  on  either  hqnd,  the  means  of 
access  to  the  markets  of  New- York  and  Baltimore,  if  they  should 
present  greater  temptations  for  sale  or  purchase,  of  which  he  may. 
avail  himself,  or  dispose  of  and  exchange  his  produce  where  he  is, 
and  supply  himself  with  those  he  may  need.  Nor  should  it  excite  any 
surprize  if  produce  and  merchandize  should  hereafter  pass  between 
New-York  and  Pittsburg,  by  the  canals  and  rail  roads  of  this  State 
and  those  of  New- Jersey,  especially  at  some  seasons  of  the  year. 
But  until  both  tracks  of  these  rail  roads  shall  have  been  completed, 
and  all  the  facilities  which  can  subserve  to  make  them  useful,  in  the 
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most  extended  sense  of  the  term,  they  cannot  offer  to  the  passing  trade 
all  the  advantages  they  are  calculated  untimately  to  afford, — nor, 
even  then,  can  the  Commonwealth  reasonably  expect  to  realize  at 
once  the  amount  of  revenue,  which,  it  would  be  scepticism  to  doubt, 
may  or  will  be  derived  from  them.  The  disposition  of  men  to  fre¬ 
quent  long  established  marts,  and  to  travel  to  them  on  the  beaten  path, 

is  not  suddenly  overcome.  Old  habits  not  readily  abandoned :  old 
•/  ' 

associations  not  easily  broken  up  ;  a  sudden  transition  from  one  course 
to  another,  can  only  be  induced  from  powerfully  interesting  motives. 
The  waggoner  reluctantly  abandons  his  old  calling ;  the  trader  is 
frequently  interested  in  the  employment  of  the  waggoner.  The  rail 
road  system  of  travel  is  not  fully  adapted  to  the  demands  of  a  trade, 
the  extent  of  which  can  only  be  determined  by  its  own  development. 
Delays  occur,  discontent  ensues,  the  parts  of  the  system  are  not  in 
harmony  with  each  other, — gradually,  however,  they  all  become 
adjusted  to  each  ether  ,*  the  system  is  formed  and  completed,  and 
moves  harmoniously  and  hand-in-hand  with  the  demands  made  upon 
it.  The  smaller  asperities  are  smoothed  down, — gradually,  the  old 
disappears  and  the  new  takes  its  place  ;  and  as  the  keel  boat  has  been 
displaced  by  the  steam  boat,  on  the  waters  of  the  west,  so  will  (but 
not  to  the  same  extent)  the  waggon  disappear,  and  be  displaced  by  the 
rail  road  car  on  the  line  of  the  rail  road. 

To  secure  to  the  public  the  earliest  use  of  the  facilities  thus  at 
hand ;  to  remove  all  doubts  as  to  their  stability,  and  every  fear  of 
any  interruptions  in  the  channels  of  trade,  which  might  arise  from  a 
temporary  deficiency  of  water  in  any  of  the  canals  ;  to  secure  them 
against  the  risk  of  accidents,  arising  from  any  and  every  cause  obe¬ 
dient  to  human  control,  is  at  once  consistent  with  the  dictates  of  com¬ 
mon  sense,  and  the  most  refined  policy.  Nothing  is  so  well  calculated 
to  mar  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  and  ample  revenue  from  these 
works,  as  occasional  interruptions,  arising  from  a  doubt  of  their  being 
fully  supplied  with  water;  and  of  course,  nothing  so  likely  to  inspire 
and  sustain  public  confidence,  as  a  certainty  of  the  reverse.  If  these 
views  are  correct,  the  appropriations  for  the  construction  of  feeders  or 
reservoirs,  from  which  copious  supplies  of  water  may  be  drawn  into 
the  canals,  in  aid  of  the  ordinary  sources  of  supply,  in  seasons  of 
scarcity,  should  be  liberally  granted.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  in¬ 
sist  upon  this  point  farther  than  to  say,  that  it  is  essential  to  the 
ultimate  prosperity  and  success  of  the  whole  system.  It  is  not  in¬ 
tended  by  these  remarks,  to  cast  any  censure  on  the  agents  of  the 
public,  or  to  intimate  a  suspicion  that  the  subject  has  been  neglected, 
or  a  want  of  foresight  evinced  by  them ;  but  they  are  dictated  by  an 
excusable  anxiety  to  prepare  to  meet  the  demands  of  a  trade,  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  which  cannot  he  foreseen  or  calculated. 

The  importance  of  a  connexion  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Pennsylvania 
canals,  is  too  obvious  to  need  a  very  elaborate  argument.  The  public 
mind  has  become  fully  awake  on  this  subject,  and  the  importance, 
and  even  necessity  of  availing  ourselves  of  the  means  in  our  power 
to  effect  it,  is  justly  appreciated  by  the  patriotic  and  the  discerning  in 
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both  States.  Public  opinion  ami  legislative  effort  had  long  slumbered, 
as  if  unconscious  that  such  a  connexion  was  within  the  range  of 
practicability  or  usefulnees ;  but  that  slumber  could  not  continue.  It 
is  broken.  While  the  loss  of  much  of  the  trade  of  the  State  of  Ohio 
was,  and  is  felt  and  acknowledged  by  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia, 
and  fast  leaving  them  to  add  to  the  vast  trade  of  a  rival  city,  and  her 
already  justly  boasted  commercial  pre-eminence ;  while  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  found  successful  competitors  in  the  manufactures  of  that 
country,  from  a  quarter  with  which  they  had  not  hitherto  found  it  ne¬ 
cessary  to  contend,  and  with  whom,  they  could,  by  means  of  this  con¬ 
nexion,  successfully  compete,  if  not  exclude — the  citizens  of  Ohio 
were  fully  sensible  to  the  inconvenience,  delay  and  disappointment, 
they  frequently  experienced  in  getting  to  another  market,  more  dis¬ 
tant,  more  interrupted  than  the  desired  one ;  the  risks  to  which  their 
property  is  exposed  in  crossing  a  lake,  whose  waters  are  equally 
agitated  by  the  winds,  and  equally,  if  not  more  dangerous  to  navi¬ 
gation,  than  those  of  the  Atlantic  ocean.  While  the  circumstances 
just  mentioned  limited,  and  still  limits,  in  some  parts  of  that  State, 
the  range  of  agricultural  exertion,  those  products  frequently  reach 
the  market  of  New  York  in  an  injured  condition,  which  unfit  them 
to  bear  the  scrutiny  of  the  inspector.  It  is,  therefore,  not  calculated 
to  excite  surprise,  that,  long  since,  the  Legislatures  of  both  States, 
foreseeing,  though  not  then  experiencing  the  evils  since  felt,  should 
concur  in  the  adoption  of  measures  leading  to  a  consummation  so 
desirable  to  both.  Accordingly,  on  the  10th  of  January,  1827,  the 
Legislature  of  that  State  passed  an  act,  entitled  An  to  incorporate 
the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal  company,  which  act  was  approved 
and  ratified  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  by  an  act  passed  on 
the  1 4th  of  April  of  the  same  year.  The  operation  of  these  acts  is 
limited  to  ten  years,  three  of  which  are  unexpired.  The  adoption 
of  prompt  and  vigorous  measures  will  enable  the  citizens  of  both 
States  to  avail  themselves  of  the  immense  advantages  which  will 
inevitably  result  from  making  a  connexion,  opening  into  a  field  of. 
trade,  the  extent  and  advantages  of  which  can  be  conjectured,  but  not 
justly  appreciated ;  affording  to  the  citizens  of  both  States  a  more 
extended  and  profitable  use  of  their  improvements,  an  increased  reve¬ 
nue,  and  a  more  general  and  advantageous  employment  for  the  in¬ 
dividuals  engaged  in  it.  It  will  not  be  presumed  fair  to  infer,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  powerful  motives  which  should  influence  this  State 
in  desiring  this  connexion,  that  its  funds  should  be  invested  in  a  work 
to  be  made  beyond  the  limits  of  its  jurisdiction;  but  this  objection, 
however  sound  it  may  be,  will  not  apply  to  the  due  encouragement, 
by  the  stimulus  of  a  guarantee  of  interest  on  stock  invested  in  it  bv 
individuals  for  a  limited  time,  to  be  repaid  when  the  interest  on  the 
capital  invested  should  exceed  a  given  rate  per  cent.  While  on  this 
subject,  your  committee  will  indulge  themselves  in  making  a  passing 
inquiry,  arising  out  of  those  which  have  preceded  it,  as  one  worthy 
of  more  Legislative  attention  than  they  can  now  bestow  upon  it,  viz  : 
Whether  it  is  not  consistent  with  the  public  interest  to  improve  the 
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State  try  rail-roads  and  canals,  by  means  of  incorporated  companies  o i 
individuals  of  its  own  citizens,  investing  their  own  funds,  and  laboring 
for  the  promotion  of  their  own  interest.  Chartered  with  sufficient  safe¬ 
guard  to  individual  rights  and  public  security,  ensuring  to  the  State  the 
due  fulfilment  of  their  engagements,  the  right  of  revocation  of  their 
charters  under  certain  contingencies,  and  to  such  companies  a  certain 
amount  of  interest  for  a  term  of  years,  or  until  the  profiis  of  the  work 
should  render  it  unnecessary,  and  providing  for  the  repayment  of 
whatever  amount  might  be  expended  under  the  provisions  of  the 
guarantee,  would  not  be  a  better  method,  in  most  cases,  than  the  one 
now  pursued.  One  advantage,  at  least,  would  result  from  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  such  a  plan  in  cases  where  strong  motives  of  public  interest 
does  not  require  a  different  one.  The  present  system  requires  a  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  agents  of  the  public,  which,  whether  merited  or  not,  is 
perhaps  too  frequently  withheld;  and  the  important  duties  incumbent 
upon  them,  must  frequently  be  performed  under  the  vigilant,  jealous 
and  suspicious  eyes  of  those  who,  from  motives  arising  from  local, 
political  or  personal  causes,  are  interested  in  thwarting  their  execution 
or  hindering  their  success. 

These  remarks  are  not  intended  to  imply  censure  on  our  predeces¬ 
sors,  nor  on  the  general  features  of  the  plan  now  pursuing  in  the 
execution  of  the  magnificent  project  now  approximating  to  final  com¬ 
pletion.  The  result  of  an  attempt  to  carry  into  effect  an  undertaking 
of  such  magnitude  by  any  other  means  than  the  resources  and  credit 
of  a  powerful  State,  could  only  have  been  failure,  procrastination  and 
defeat. 

Should  these  views,  on  which  less  reflection  and  study  have 
perhaps  been  bestow’ed  than’  they  merit,  be  adopted,  it  would  be 
necessary  never  to  lose  sight  of  one  essential  reservation — the  right 
of  the  State  to  purchasing  on  fair  terms,  after  a  stated  period,  w  hat¬ 
ever  improvements  might  thus  be  made  under  its  sanction. 

The  committee  have,  perhaps,  too  widely  digressed,  and  now  re¬ 
turn  to  the  subject  digressed  from,  in  connexion  with  that  digression. 
In  the  special  report  made  to  the  House  by  the  canal  commissioners, 
on  the  19th  of  December  last,  they  say  :  “  A  navigable  feeder  from 
the  Allegheny  river,  to  intersect  the  Pennsylvania  canal  the  north¬ 
east  end  of  tire  aqueduct,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Kiskiminetas, 
would  be  a  valuable  improvement,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

“  1st.  The  canal,  (to  wit — the  Western  division,)  has  now  to  be  fed 
with  w’ater  from  the  Leechhurg  dam  in  the  Kiskiminetas,  (which 
dam  is  twenty-three  feet  high  above  low  water  mark,)  to  Pittsburg, 
being  about  thirty-six  miles  in  distance,-  including  the  two  branches 
into  the  Allegheny  and  Monongahela  rivers.  In  the  months  of  Au¬ 
gust  and  September  last,  the  Kiskiminetas  river  became  so  lowr,  that 
for  a  few  weeks,  a  full  head  of  water  could  not  be  maintained  in  the 
canal.  What  has  happened,  may  again  take  place,  during  a  very 
dry  season,  and  that  too  at  a  time  when  an  immense  trade  will  re¬ 
quire  a  corresponding  increase  of  lockage  w  ater.  A  feeder  from  the 
Allegheny  river,  would  not  only  release  the  Kiskiminetas  from  sup- 


plying  thirty  miles  below  the  junction,  but  in  case  of  much  leakage 
through  the  high  dam  at  Leechbiirg,  it  would  also  assist  the  naviga¬ 
tion  on  the  same  level,  for  twelve  miles  above  the  junction;  hence, 
for  this  reason  alone,  such  a  feeder  is  very  desirable. 

“  2d.  Such  a  feeder  would  be  a  guarantee  against  any  very  seri¬ 
ous  interruption  of  the  trade  on  the  main  line,  in  the  event  of  a  failure 
of  the  great  aqueduct  over  the  Allegheny  river,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Kiskiminetas ;  but  without  the  feeder,  a  breach  of  that  aqueduct 
would  render  the  seventy-three  miles  of  canal  below  Blairsville, 
wholly  useless  for  the  great  ’western  commerce. 

“  3d.  The  feeder  would  be  from  thirteen  to  sixteen  miles  long,  de¬ 
pending  upon  the  site  chosen  for  a  dam  in  the  Allegheny  river,  and 
in  either  case  would,  with  the  pool  of  the  dam,  give  an  artificial  navi¬ 
gation  of  about  twenty  miles.  This  improvement  would  accommo¬ 
date  some  valuable  salt  works,  and  unite  Kittanning,  the  county  town 
of  Armstrong  county,  and  the  surrounding  country  more  closely  with 
the  Pennsylvania  canal,  and  it  would  also  be  a  link  in  the  chain  of 
future  improvements  for  connecting  the  main  line  of  canal  with  the 
French  creek  division. 

a  4th.  Should  the  canal  be  continued  from  the  present  termination 
of  the  Western  division,  in  Allegheny  town,  to  connect  with  the 
Beaver  division,  this  feeder  will  be  indispensable.” 

But  the  subject  is  introduced  here,  more  from  its  accordance  with 
the  views  already  expressed  in  this  report,  relating  to  the  importance 
of  maintaining  a  full,  constant  and  certain  supply  of  water  in  the  ca¬ 
nals,  and  the  serious  interruption  which  would  ensue  in  the  event  of  a 
breach  in  the  aqueduct,  than  for  the  other  reason  alleged  ;  net  that 
these  arc  of  little  importance,  but  that  they  are  less  essential  under 
the  circumstances  now  existing,  than  to  those  which  will  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  occur  hereafter.  In  accordance,  a  resolution  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  this  House,  has  instructed  the  Secretary  of  State  to  write  to 
the  proper  department  at  Washington,  requesting  a  copy  of  certain 
surveys  deemed  necessary  to  a  fuller  understanding  of  the  details  of 
the  subject.  Nothing  has  been  done  in  furtherance  of  these  views  ; 
but  they  think  them  of  too  much  import  to  be  passed  slightly  by. — 
The  problem,  whether  the  quantity  of  water  now  to  be  depended  up¬ 
on  is  sufficient  for  the  expected  trade,  will  only  be  solved  by  the 
event.  Will  it  be  most  prudent  to  await ,  or  prepare  for  it  ? 

In  the  bill  reported  by  your  committee,  now  on  your  files,  pro- 
vision  is  made  for  the  extension  of  the  canal  from  either  end  of  the 
French  Creek  feeder  towards  the  harbor  of  Erie.  The  importance 
of  this  connexion  has  long  been  known  and  acknowledged,  and  is 
fully  acceded  to  by  the  committee.  It  forms,  as  is  well  known,  a  part 
of  the  original  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  State,  and  connecting 
the  waters  of  Lake  Erie  with  the  great  western  line  of  communica¬ 
tion  between  the  eastern  and  western  waters ;  and,  it  is  presumed, 
will  ultimately  prove  highly  advantageous  to  the  revenue  and  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  promote  the  interests  of  the  citizens 
of  its  territory.  Unfortunate^,  the  variant  opinions  of  the  advocates 


bf  this  connexion,  as  to  the  best  manner  of  doing  it,  has  hitherto  had 
the  effect  of  procrastinating  the  execution  of  the  project.  The  deci¬ 
sion  is  now  referred  to  the  canal  commissioners.  Thirty  miles  of 
this  work  are  authorized  to  be  put  under  contract,  and  two  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  dollars  appropriated  to  it.  One  hundred  thousand 
dollars  are  also  appropriated  to  the  construction  of  a  canal  extending 
from  the  Chenango  dam  at  or  near  the  town  of  Newcastle,  to  the 
Ohio  State  line,  w  hich  is  also  authorized  to  be  put  under  contract, 
dependent  however  on  the  location,  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  of 
that  State,  so  far  as  relates  to  that  part  of  the  contemplated  connexion 
with  the  Ohio  canal,  lying  within  her  own  territories. 

The  sum  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand,  nine  hundred 
dollars,  is  appropriated  to  lay  a  second  track  of  rails  on  the  Allegheny 
Portage  rail-road.  Besides  these,  there  are  no  appropriations  of 
magnitude  fbr  new  works.  The  remaining  appropriations  fall  within 
the  strict  meaning  of  old  work,  although  a  large  amount  is  required 
to  defray  the  expense  of  additional  work  on  the  Columbia  rail-road, 
believed  to  be  required  by  the  known  or  supposed  views  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature  at  their  last  session,  and  is  estimated  by  the  commissioners  at 
as  per  their  report. 

The  appropriations  for  repairs,  forms  an  item  much  larger  than 
might  be  anticipated,  and  is  attributable  to  the  peculiar  character  of 
the  past  season — remarkable  for  high  and  destructive  floods,  which 
done  unusual  damage  to  the  public  works,  and  requires  a  large  ex¬ 
penditure.  Your  committee  w  ould  not  deserve  the  trust  reposed  in 
them,  did  they  not  recommend  some  provision  of  funds  which  might 
be  promptly  applied  to  the  payment  of  repairs  of  injuries  of  this  de¬ 
scription.  Parsimony  in  this  case,  is  but  another  name  for  waste  and 
prodigality.  When  the  funds  are  exhaustad,  the  injury  must  be  left 
unrepaired- — the  canals  useless,  and  trade  interrupted,  or  men  must 
be  employed  at  prices  enhanced  by  the  prospect  of  delay  of  payment. 
Your  committee  are  not  prepared  to  suggest  any  better  plan  to  meet 
this  difficulty,  than  to  vest  in  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  au¬ 
thority  to  borrow  the  necessary  amount  for  this  specific  purpose,  when 
the  public  service  requires  it,  to  which  your  committee  do  not  perceive 
any  sound  objection. 

Your  committee  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  their  deep  regret, 
that  the  pecuniary  difficulties  which  now  excite  the  anxiety  and  the 
tears  of  so  many  individuals  -in  our  beloved  country,  should  threaten 
to  dissipate  those  visions  of  prosperity  in  which  the  State  has  so  long 
indulged,  at  a  moment  when  their  realization  seemed  to  be  at  hand, 
and  to  excite  just  apprehensions  that  the  funds  necessary  to  carry  in¬ 
to  effect  the  provisions  of  these  appropriations,  cannot  be  obtained  on 
the  same  advantageous  terms  as  heretofore.  It  would  be  equally*  idle 
to  enquire  into  the  cause  of  these  difficulties,  as  to  suggest  a  remedy, 
in  a  case  where  both  cause  and  remedy  are  so  much  the  subject  of 
ardent  and  bitter  controversy.  Time  alone  can  clear  aw  ay  the  mists 
with  which  the  prejudices  of  the  different  partizans  have  enveloped 
both,  and  exhibit  them  in  the  light  of  truth.  The  patriot  cannot  but 
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lament  the  effect.  To  whatever  decision  the  embarrassing  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  times  nrry  lead  the  Legislature  with  respect  to  the  new 
'  ^commended  in  the  files  of  the  House,  the  completion  of  that 
under  contract,  together  with  the  completion  of  the  second  track  of 
the  Allegheny  Portage  rail-road,  seem  to  your  committee  to  be  in¬ 
dispensable  even  in  the  emergency  anticipated,  an  opposite  course  in¬ 
volving,  in  their  opinion,  a  sacrifice  of  the  highest  interests  of  the 
community ;  but  they  still  indulge  the  hope  that  measures  may  be 
adopted  to  disperse  the  gloom  that  shrouds  the  prospect,  and  restore 
to  it  its  wonted  brightness. 

The  same  causes  will,  in  all  probability,  seriously  affect  the  reve¬ 
nue  arising  from  the  tolls,  on  such  of  the  public  works  as  are  now 
completed,  or  speedily  to  be  so,  by  their  disastrous  effect  on  the  trade 
and  enterprize  of  the  community  ;  but  whatever  may  be  the  pecuniary 
condition  of  the  country,  unreasonable  expectations  and  idle  antici¬ 
pations  should  not  be  indulged.  Experience  proves  every  work,  and 
every  change  progressive.  To  divert,  at  once,  the  whole  current  of 
trade,  is  impossible.  The  revenue  arising  from  every  canal  or  rail¬ 
road,  now  in  a  flourishing  condition,  has  required  a  lapse  of  years  to 
raise  it  to  its  present  amount,  of  which  the  canals  of  New  York  and 
Ohio,  the  Union  canal  and  the  Schuylkill  canal,  and  others  well 
known,  are  illustrations.  If  we  may  be  allowed  to  reason  from  ex¬ 
perience,  the  increase  of  revenue  from  our  own,  however  rapid,  will 
be  progressively  developed,  and  at  a  period  not  very  remote,  sa¬ 
tisfactory,  1 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


